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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To save information quantity to a black 
character text by applying compression coding only to a 
lightness signal when a color difference signal is 
included in a prescribed range. 

CONSTITUTION: A lookup table 109 quantizes a means 
value of color difference data a^, into a code Cab to 
decide whether or not the block is achromatic based on 
the mean value of the color difference data a^, b^ and 
outputs a 1-bit discrimination flag S. That is, when the 
color difference signal is included in a prescribed 
range, it is a known single color or achromatic and then 
it is not required to code the color difference signal, 
only the lightness signal is subjected to compression 
coding to assign lots of bits. Thus, the color picture 
information is coded efficiently. 
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